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6. Explanation of the Certificate when presenting.

For more than a century and a half certificates have

been given to English Freemasons, and on attaining to the degree

of a Master Mason. you are entitled to receive a certificate

issued by the Grand Master of the U. G. L. of England.

Such certificates have varied in size and style~ The

design of thi3 parchment dates from 1819. It 1.s known as the

"Pillars Certificate." I have now much pleasure in presenting

your certificate to you in open Lodge (hands it). Please examine

it while I explain its meaning.

Our M.W.G.M. being a Prince of the Royal Blood, the

document is surmounted by the Royal Arms. You will observe that

the main space of this design is d:l.videdby a column. This is

of the Ionic Order, and signifies Wisdom, since it alludes to the

wisdom of S.K. of I in building, completing and dedicating the

Temple at Jerusalem to the service of the G.A. of T.U.

Flanking this central pillar are two others. That

on the L is of the Dodc Order, which denotes strength, and

alludes to the strength of H.K.O.T. is supporting K.S. with men

and materials.

That on the R is of the Corinthian Order, meaning

Beauty. It refers to H .A. whose beautiful work in adorning the

Temple was the admiration of all beholders.

The three pillars rest on the b & w flooring of the

L, symbolising the light and darkness and the joys and sorrows

of our chequered existence.
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On the floor are the three great emblematical lights

in Freemasonry - the V. S. L. the S. and the C. You will observe,

also, the N.T. 's of the three degrees. the Tracing B. the rand p

ashlars and the celestial and. terrestial globes pointing out M. U.

As regards the wording of the document. you will

observe, in the left panel, a declaration in English, and in the

right panel, a translation of it into Latin, to whom it may con-

eern, that the Brother referred to in the Text has been regularly

received into our Order. Not only is the date of his initiation

and raising recorded Anno Domini, but also Anno Lucis, or the

year of f.lasonicLight. which preceded the Christian Era by four

millenaries.

In testimony that the Brothor's name has been

registered in the Books of G.L., our V.W. Bro. the G. Sec.

Sir Philip Colville Smith has subscribed his name and affixed

the Seal of G.L. ~f u--examine-±'t-c-lusI , .

1'.J..,.. ~ ~ ~ ~. v.~A-. ~t:A. 46 ~ 1.L4 ..J.. ~~

G-l-1-S19 'G-ertainHeers c.ha-rae-t-ers.They- are "It-ode Lo- fui'Onai f ff /,M~

meaning "HolinesS" to -tire rlO1"d'."

A final clause states that possession of this cp.r-

tificate does not entitle a Brother to admission into any Lodge

without due examination. Neither, it should be noted, does

examination alone give entrance without production of this

Voucher - should it be demanded. To the Bro·ther to whom it

is issued, this parchment therefore, is of unique value. It

testifies that G.L. considers the foundation stone. placed in

the N.E. corner of the L (not many months ago) was well and
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truly laid; it is a means of Masonic identification, a proof

of membership in case of accident or unforeseen calamity, a pass

port when visiting a foreign Lodge, where the signs d:i.ffer from

our own, and even as no L is "regular" without the production of

the Warrant entrusted to its Master, so should no indi.vidual Mason

omit to take his certificate with him when attending any special

Masonic assembly.

Bro. your certificate, at present I is

incomplete. You are required to add your usual autograph in the

margin, and from that signature there must be no subsequent

deviation. This you will now do in the N of the t at our ~

Bro. Sec's table.
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The brethren should come out And stA,nd round the room AS fA.r

as numbers And space permit.

They should stand with opeaed arms ,( you knOw).

StA.nding thus the W,~ should SA.ythe following.

(I ),Brethren,we form A.living 'chain 8c circle and we now receive

our Bro Initiate into the living circle of our hearts8c FreemAsony

Our Arms A,re opened symb<ilicplly to receive himl int<iour heA,i7ts.

(2 )Our arms A,re extended to the brother on either side of us,

we thus show thA.t we A.re to protect our brother in every lAwful

A,no.possible WA:Y.

(3)Our arms anA hands go beyond our immediate brothersto those

further fl,WA,y,symbolicA,llythA,t 0ur MA.sonryshould not only beni1:E1t

and keap our brothers in Masonrybut those outside in the popular

world. Th nr 10 he worl ben!f1 ana: see by

our con uct thst we A:re acting AS Masons and gentlemen.

(4)The chflin formad,is AS you will see is A,double chAin,! f one

brother drops out ,resigns,or diesthe chain is still unoroken,

A,ndA,nother steps in to tFl,ke the ple,ce of the' missing orother.

Note,here it is rAther effective to have someone hAndy to step

into the ~XK. place vacated.

(5 ) Chains And ropes of all kinds are testedbefore use to show

thA.t they p,re fil for sa rVice. This chain is tested by the brethrn

swin~ing very slightly 8c gently( not at A,ll roughly)to symbolise

the testing of the chA,in,A.ndita alA,stic behavour. Whilst this is

being done the che,in should •• never be brokeh,nor should the
----._------------

brethrn consider this merely Ft bit of rough play_
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Bro. you hay ng now taken the three de0rees of Craft

ason.ry, I have much pleasure in )resenting to you in open Lodge

your Cer~if'icate fro~ the Jnited Grand Lodge of Rnb and.

This Cert.l..ficate which is mown as the "Pillars ~ertif_cate" 'vas

forr10d.by whi" 1 the ;Tn:'ted Gr. r~od,:;e

first issued ::-n'the yen.r 1911, six years after the olerr-illact of Un:'on

between the t ¥o rr. ~od..;es of ,."rec Hasons of ::nc;land in Decenber 1~13

PleDse eXRmine t wile:: explain the SYlilbQlsRnd lfording it
contains.

This document :'s ·nl vays s,urmounted by 'the "Arms" of the Host
11--f.. ~II:~

"'or Gr. 1aster, this Certificate bears the "Lrns" of -His Ghtce ~ '
~ ~ '!f J:e~l-tJGG-,
~ o-f-!)€'v"ooshire lLG. our ~resent H. 1Hor. Gr. 1;. ~ou vill observe

that the main design ::-s dooinated by t.lree •.illars, (herlce t.e name

Pil ars ertif'icate) ~le central Pillar is of the :onic Order
e

symbolising isdom and lludes to the iisdom of [j.K • .Df ~ buildinG,

completing and' dedi ca tinG the S'emple o-r JeT"lsalen--t be service of'

G.A.O.'::'.'TJ. r:2hat on t~lC left is the Doric Order denoting'tStrength~' and

a.ludes to the 3trength of II.K. of ~ . in supporting E.S. \'a th men and
materials That on the right is of the Corinthian Order sie;nifyin,g.

'·~ea.llt It and refers to H. A.B. whose exquisite skill and Cral.~tmanship

in a.dorning t e Temple was the 'londer of all beholders.

These three Pil_ars rest on the Yihite and Black flooring of the

Lodge;symbo ising lig1t and darkness on the joys and sorror-vs of our

chequred existance.

:Vou m,..L notice on the f oar of the Lodge t~e three (;Y'F'c.t emb

lights in Free 1\ason~ry the V. of t.le &.L, the S, and the C, also t e

three V' .Ts. which play such an importamt part in the Ce~ af the

3rd Degree, the Rough and Perfect ls. repreoentint; the unRkilled r.:nter~ed
Apprent ce and the skilled • T. alfit: the Celest ial and Terestrial globes

pointing out J a~sonry Jniversal.

5.th regard to theordinG on the docnment YOll will notice ~p
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translation of the same into .~atin: - "To .hll "'hon It Hay Concerntl ,!!hat

the Dro. vhose nar:1e.:..sT.1ontioned ~n the text has been regularly ini tia ted

las een regularly a1vanced to the second and tJird Degre.s, anc has been

si;:;n e 1 a:;:.:n:.c.<1'----' ...,-

of Gr. lzOd;ze. :n testimony t lereof our
<...;---: {: t;~ ~

fry.:. Wlrl-t-e has subs cribed is name and impressed

tIe date on which the docnment was
I ~ _---.;t,_

sealed, you will note, is given 11.n110LUGiun o.n<1also Anno Vomini. 1,
A

you exlr.1ine that seal closely you will find on it the Latin Hords

the seal of Cr. ~od~e
(-

regist'3red in the Booles
V :R.V'or. ~

~giiil~.. Gr. Sec. Bro 8idnoy
/\

into our Order, the date of that initiati6n you will note is not given
""

1\:1:10 ~o _.:l~ 'It! nno Luci us, 0:11the year of Tason:!.c Libht which preceeded
.4='~ ••

the Chri[tian ~ by ~our r.~ll~ries, it further states that the Bro.

..&

Audi, "ido-, Tace that excellent maxit'l of the Graft which exho...ts a Bro.

to hear, to see and remain silent

A final clause states that the possession of this vertificate

does not ent:iltle a 131"0. to "1.( plission into any Lodge \'Vitho tt examinat_on,

neit erJ~t ShO'11dbe statedsdoes eximination alone entitle a Bro. to.

admiss on "i thout the prouuct_on of t:1is v0ud- er shoul it J de:n3.nded.

':'0 'vhe :JI't) tu V:10ln:"this CB-p·t<i.ficatc is g•...&nt8~, 1.t is- tllBP-&fo'.l?V
of unique value.

~"u:/.

It testifies t at Gr. Lodge considers that the foundation stone in

the N.E. part of the Lodge El. few r:10nths ago ¥as well and truly g.id, it

is a means of }lasonic indentifica tion; a proof of membership in "case

of 'nforseen calamity or m:sfortune; it is a passport when visiting

a Lodge in a Fbreiv~ COlu1try where the si6n~differ somevnIat fron our

o\"n, nn c even as no LodGe is r~gular ,,:.thout the produc1;':'on of the l"arrant

8!1trus ted to its Eas ter, so every ind:' vidual 1,1asonShOllld be able to

produce his Gr. LodGe ~ertiflcate for examination,if deman ed, ~hen

visitine?; nny ~.:.)ec:"."..2.r.:~s;)n:::"c?l1Ilctlon

But Bro. your Certific~te ut present is incomplete, it is

necessary that you s::"t~n the docur:lent in t le margin provided, and from

that sibnature there r!1.ustbe no subsequent deviation.

You will therefore proceed ~o the Secretary's table and sign your

Sert ficate in the present of the Brethren here in open LodGe .ssenbled
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